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WITHDRAWAL AND DESIGNATION ORDER
FOR THE FIDALGO BAY ENVIRONMENTAL AQUATIC RESERVE

The State of Washington is owner of certain aquatic lands in Skagit County known as the
Fidalgo Bay site consisting of tidelands and bedlands from the southern end of Fidalgo Bay north
to a line drawn east and west from Crandall spit, hereafter described. Under statutory mandates.
Washington's Department of Natural Resources (Department) manages state-owned aquatic
lands and has found the following attributes that make the Fidalgo Bay site unique and critical
for conservation:

Fidalgo Bay contains diverse physical habitats that include tidal flats, salt marshes. sand
and gravel beaches. and expansive native eelgrass beds.

Fidalgo Bay serves as an important rearing area for juvenile forage fish and salmon and
contains documented forage fish spawning beaches and salmon migratory corridors.

The connectivity of the reserve area to other nearby protected sites, including the Cypress
Island Aquatic Reserve. Padilla Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve. and Hat Island
Natural Resources Conservation Area, provide a network of critically important habitats
for migratory shorebirds and waterfowl. bald eagle, peregrine falcon, salmon and forage
fish.

Numerous opportunities for habitat restoration and enhancement exist within Fidalgo Bay
and a diverse array of partner agencies and organizations are working cooperatively to
improve the habitat in and around Fidalgo Bay.

Much of the tidelands in Fidalgo Bay are held in a conservation easement by the Skagit
Land Trust, which limits future development on these properties. The management of
Fidalgo Bay as a state aquatic reserve complements the requirements of the easement.
The site will be managed solely for preservation of habitat for fish and wildlife uses and
limited human uses.

A primary goal for creating the Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve is the preservation of
critical forage fish spawning habitat. Due to local losses in eelgrass and forage fish
spawning sediment, and the uncertainty regarding factors limiting the Fidalgo Bay
herring population, the protection of forage fish spawning habitat is a critical resource
issue in Fidalgo Bay and statewide.

And

The Department is responsible for managing state-owned aquatic lands in a manner that
includes:
Ensuring environmental protection as a management objective for state-owned aquatic
lands (RCW 79.105.030(3)), and

Consideration of natural values of state-owned aquatic lands as wildlife habitat, natural
area preserves, representative ecosystems or spawning areas prior to the Department
issuing any lease or authorizing any changes in use (RCW 79.105.210(3)), and







